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NATIONAL SEED CONGRESS 

India grows all the important agricultural crops of the world by virtue of its 
extensive arable land area, endowed with favourable growing conditions of wide 
agro-climatic diversity and rainfall patterns. Globally, this is an exciting time to be in 
agriculture, particularly in the seed industry. Increase in agricultural production is the 
key to our economic growth. Seed being the foundation of successful agriculture, the 
demand for quality seeds of improved varieties is growing fast and adoption of new 
technologies around the world by the farmers is happening at an amazing pace. 
Therefore, production and supply of high quality seed of improved varieties to the 
grower is a high priority in agricultural growth and development. Quality seed is 
defined as the seeds of improved varieties having high physical and genetic purity, 
high germination and vigour and being free from seed borne diseases. Need based 
quality enhancement technologies can further enhance the planting value and the 
shelf life. Seed is not only the basis of agriculture, effective and efficient use of other 
inputs is contingent upon quality seed for being optimally effective. In essence, 
quality seed is indispensable in effecting successful agriculture. The seed science 
have undergone many changes and developed technologies especially for seed 
quality management. National Seed Congress  will provide a forum to review the 
progress made in seed science and quality regulation and plan the future strategies 
to enhance the seed quality and to obtain uniformity in quality regulation at National 
level, keeping in view the new seed legislation. 

The National Seed Research and Training Centre, (Government of India, 
Ministry of Agriculture), Varanasi and the Division of Seed Science and Technology, 
Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), are jointly organizing the National 
Seed Congress  from 18-20 January 2010 at  Dr. B.P.Pal Auditorium, IARI, New 
Delhi, for the cause of strengthening the seed sector. 

The Organizing Committee cordially invites you to participate in the National 
Seed Congress and share your experience on Seed Science to ensure the supply of 
quality seeds.  

All papers submitted will be screened by the Technical Committee and 
accepted for presentation at the National Seed Congress in the form of oral 
presentation or posters. Each session will begin with invited lead talks by eminent 
seed professionals followed by a few oral presentations, posters presentation and 
discussion. Participants are requested to send the extended summary of their 
papers (not exceeding 600 words) to  Dr. Malavika Dadlani,  Organizing Secretary,  
NSC & Head, Division of Seed Science and Technology, IARI, New Delhi – 110 012 
(Email  : malavikadadlani@rediffmail.com) or Prof.S.S.Parihar , Chairman,Technical 
Committee (Email: ssparihar@iari.res.in). 

     

 



 

Major Thematic areas 

·  Present trends and future prospects in seed industry 
·  The role of plant breeding and seed quality in crop productivity 
·  Importance of seed quality assurance and regulations 
·  Recent advances in seed production, storage, testing and seed health with 

respect to quality assurance 
·  Advanced Technologies for seed testing and quality enhancement  
·  Testing  and law enforcement of GM seeds 
·  Seed Health Testing and SPS Issues  
·  Plant Variety Protection and Seed Chain 
·  Public- Private participation /Building viable partnership for enhancement of 

quality seed supply 
 

National Seed Research and Training Centre, Varanas i 

The National Seed Research and Training Centre (NSRTC), Varanasi was 

established by the Ministry of Agriculture, Department of Agriculture and Cooperation 

Government of India, in October 2005.  The NSRTC Seed Laboratory has been notified as 

Central Seed Testing Laboratory (CSTL) w.e.f. 1st April, 2007 by Gazette of India. The 

NSRTC Central Seed Testing Laboratory has been recognized as member laboratory of the 

International Seed Testing Association (ISTA) 2007 onwards. Action for obtaining 

accreditation is in progress. NSRTC is situated under the greater periphery of the Holy city 

of Varanasi located 7 KM away from heart of city towards south – west, on Varanasi - 

Allahabad GT road,  surrounded by Banaras Hindu University (6 km), Indian Institute of 

Vegetable Research (20 km) and is well linked by air, train and road.    

 The vision of the institute includes to make integrated approach towards quality 

seed availability, have separate National Seed Quality Control Laboratory as CSTL; 

maintain uniformity in seed testing and seed quality control at national level; act as nodal 

and apex laboratory at national level for monitoring and guiding all the notified State Seed 

Testing Laboratories in our country. national centre for capacity building on all seed related 

aspects to train the officials involved in seed production, seed quality regulation and seed 

law enforcement and other stake holders of the seed industry and to organize National and 

International seed related, conferences, symposia, workshops, congress, etc. on behalf of 

Ministry of Agriculture, Govt. of India.   

 

 



Division of Seed Science and Technology, IARI, New Delhi   

The Division of Seed Science & Technology is one of the 21 Divisions (departments) of the 

Indian Agricultural Research Institute (IARI), New Delhi.  It came into existence in 1968 by 

upgrading the ‘Seed Testing Laboratory’ of the   erstwhile ‘Division of Botany’. The Division 

laid the foundation of scientific and systematic process of seed quality evaluation in the 

country and undertook pioneering research in the areas of seed production; seed 

certification; seed testing & quality evaluation; seed storage; seed physiology and 

biotechnology; seed entomology and seed pathology. The Head of the Division as a 

member of various Government technical committees on seed standards, variety release, 

notification and certification, plays a key role in the development and release of new 

varieties/hybrids of field and horticultural crops, formulation of rules, regulations and policies 

regarding seed certification, law enforcement and seed exchange etc. To sustain the growth 

of the seed industry in India, the Division started imparting short training courses in different 

areas of seed technology since 1970s, aimed towards human resource development. A one 

year diploma course was organized in 1978 and  regular M.Sc. and Ph.D. courses were 

initiated in 1983 and 1994, respectively and subsequently the Division emerged as a lead 

center for research and training in Seed Technology in general, and Variety identification, 

PVP, Hybrid seed production, Seed health testing and Seed enhancement, in particular, 

both at national and international levels. 

 The Division played the lead role in developing procedures and guidelines for DUS 

testing and in developing trained human resource for implementation of PPV&FR Act, 2001.  

It also did pioneering research in the areas of variety identification and genetic purity testing 

using protein and DNA markers on one hand and development of seed testing protocols and 

seed standards in uninvestigated medicinal and green manuring plant species on the other.  

Address for correspondence: 

Dr.Malavika Dadlani, 
Organizing Secretary,  NSC & Head, 
 Division of Seed Science and Technology, 
IARI, New Delhi – 110 012  
e-mail  : malavikadadlani@rediffmail.com  
Phone: 011-25841428 
Fax: 011-25841428                                                  
 

Dr. M. Bhaskaran  
Organizing Director, NSC & Director   
National Seed Research & Training Centre  
Govt. of India, Ministry of Agriculture 
G.T. Road, Collectry Farm 
Varanasi – 221106; Uttar Pradesh 
Ph: 0542-2370222, Fax: 0542-2370298 
e-mail: dir-nsrtc-up@nic.in 
Website: www.dacnet.nic.in/nsrtc 
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Name :  

Designation :  

:  

:  

Organization (With Full Address)  

:  

:  

:  

Telephone/Fax 

Mobile 

E-mail :  

Purpose of attending Seed Congress 

Paper Presentation : Yes               No 

Poster Presentation : Yes                No 

Participation  : Yes                No 

To act as Rappoteur : Yes                 No 

Date of Arrival :  

Expected time of Arrival :  

Mode of Arrival  :  

Flight/Train No. :  

Date of Departure :  

Expected time of Departure :  

Mode of Departure  :  

Flight/Train No. :  

Request for Accommodation** 

Single bedded accommodation  : Guesthouse          Hotel  

Double bedded accommodation (Shared 
Occupancy)  

: Guesthouse        Hotel  

Dormitory accommodation  : Guesthouse          Hotel  
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